




[bookmark: Association_Agreement_between_the_Europe]  Strategic Partnership and Cooperation  Agreement 

between the United KingdomKingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Georgia, 


PREAMBLE 













THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,

, hereinafter referred to as the UK,













of the one part, and

GEORGIA,

of the other part,

hereafter jointly referred to as ‘the Parties’,

Reaffirming their commitment to a broad strategic partnership, political dialogue and an intense bilateral agenda with an emphasis on defence, security, economic, commercial, educational, science, cultural and people-to-people dimensions;

CONSIDERING the strong links and common values of the Parties, and recognising the common desire of the Parties to further develop, strengthen and extend their relations in an ambitious and innovative way;

Stressing the special importance of the Wardrop Strategic Dialogue as a core framework that successfully covers the full range of issues of bilateral cooperation;

ACKNOWLEDGING the European aspirations and European choice of Georgia as an European State; 

[GE proposal: Recognising the remarkable progress Georgia has made in seeking to realize its ambition of full integration into the EU];

[GE proposal: 
Recognizing the remarkable progress Georgia has made on its path towards NATO membership seeking to realise its ambition of membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). ;

Committed to further support aspirant Georgia to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) as per the Bucharest Summit decision that Georgia will become a member of the Alliance, reiterated by subsequent Summits;]

[UK proposal: Recognising the remarkable progress Georgia has made on its path towards NATO membership . 	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA (NATO dept)

Committed to enhancing dialogue and practical cooperation in support of Georgia’s defence and security reform and the country’s NATO membership aspirations.“	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOD/MFA (NATO Dept)

RECOGNISING the common values of –democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law; –



TAKING INTO ACCOUNT  that this Agreement shall not prejudice and leaves open the way for future progressive devel­ opments in UK-Georgia relations;

[GE Proposal: Delete COMMITTED to further strengthening respect for fundamental freedoms, human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities, democratic principles, the rule of law, and good governance, based on common values of the Parties;]

[UK proposal: Retain EU Text. COMMITTED to further strengthening respect for fundamental freedoms, human rights, , democratic principles, the rule of law, and good governance, based on common values of the Parties; ]


WILLING to cooperate through wide-ranging spectrum of areas of common interest, such as the development of civil society, good governance, including in the field of taxation, trade integration and enhanced economic cooperation, institution building, public administration and civil service reform and fight against corruption, the reduction of poverty and cooperation in the field of freedom, security and justice necessary to effectively implement this Agreement;  

COMMITTED to all the principles and provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), in particular of the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the concluding documents of  the  Madrid,  Istanbul  and  Vienna  Conferences  of  1991  and 1992 respectively, and the Charter of Paris for a New Europe of 1990, as well as the United  Nations  Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and  the European Convention for  the Protection of Human  Rights and  Funda­ mental  Freedoms  of  1950.

RECALLING their will to promote international peace and security as well as engaging in effective multilateralism and the peaceful settlement of disputes, in particular by cooperating to that end within the framework of the United Nations (UN) and the OSCE;

FULLY RESPECTING the  principles of independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and  the inviolability of the  inter­ nationally recognised borders under international law, the Charter of the United Nations, the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions;

[Amended Georgian Proposal:	Comment by ibartaia: Amended GEO Proposal 

RECOGNISING the importance of peaceful resolution of the conflict between Georgia and Russia in full respect of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders, as well as of facilitating the efforts for reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line.

FULLY SUPPORTING the commitment of Georgia to peace and security and its efforts  to  restore  its  territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders in pursuit of the comprehensive policy of peaceful and lasting conflict resolution based on the principles of international law, and of the UK's commitment to support a peaceful and lasting resolution of the conflict;

RECOGNISING in this context the importance of ensuring the implementation of the EU-mediated 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement between Georgia and Russia; of withdrawal of Russian military forces from Goergia’s occupied territories; of meaningful international presence for maintaining peace and security on the ground, including the establishment of international security arrangements in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; of efforts to achieve tangible results in the Geneva International Discussions; effective functioning of Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms in Gali and Ergneti; of safe and dignified return of all internally displaced persons and refugees to their homes in line with the principles of international law; of pursuing and promoting the firm non-recognition policy towards the occupied territories of Georgia; as well as of pursuing and enhancing the policy of reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line;

COMMITTED to provide the benefits of the strategic partnership and cooperation between the UK and Georgia to all citizens of Georgia, including the communities affected by conflict, in close coordination between the Governments of the UK and Georgia; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the necessity of maintaining the Russia-Georgia conflict high on international agenda and COMMITTED in this context to coordinate the efforts with other relevant international actors and organisations to  contribute  to peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia.]

[UK Proposal: 

RECOGNISING the importance of peaceful conflict resolution in full respect of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders, as well as of facilitating the efforts for reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war. 

FULLY SUPPORTING the commitment of Georgia to peace, security and reconciliation in its efforts to restore its territorial integrity in pursuit of the comprehensive policy of peaceful and lasting conflict resolution based on the principles of international law, and of the UK's commitment to support a peaceful and lasting resolution of the conflict. GE to review

RECOGNISING in this context the importance of pursuing the implementation of the Six-Point Agreement of 12 August 2008 and its subsequent implementing measures, of meaningful international presence for maintaining peace and security on the ground, of pursuing mutually supportive non-recognition and engagement policies, of supporting the Geneva International Discussions and of safe and dignified return of all internally displaced persons and refugees in line with principles of international law. GE to review

COMMITTED to provide the benefits of the Sstrategic Ppartnership and Ccooperation Agreement between the UK and Georgia to all citizens of Georgia, including the communities divided by conflict

ACKNOWLEDING the importance of maintaining the conflict in Georgia high on the international agenda and COMMITTED in this context to coordinate efforts with other relevant international actors and organisations to contribute to peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia.]


COMMITTED to international obligations to fighting against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery and to cooperating on disarmament;

RECOGNISING the added value of the active participation of the Parties in various regional cooperation formats;

DESIROUS to further develop regular political dialogue on bilateral and international issues of mutual interest;

COMMITTED to combating organised crime and illicit trafficking and to further strengthening cooperation in the fight against terrorism;

[UK  proposal: COMMITTED to deepening their dialogue and cooperation on mobility, migration, asylum and border management, with a comprehensive approach paying attention to legal migration, including circular migration, and to cooperation aimed at  tackling  illegal  migration, and trafficking  in  human beings; 	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA Migration is repeated in the below paragraph
COMMITTED to cooperating on mobility, migration, asylum and border management, paying attention to legal migration, including circular migration, and to cooperation aimed at tackling illegal migration, and trafficking in human beings;]

Willing to take gradual steps towards the [GE proposal: abolition and] facilitation of the issuance of visas for the citizens of Georgia (whereas the citizens of the UK enjoy visa-free travel regime in Georgia)

[UK proposal: Willing to take gradual steps towards the [GE proposal: abolition and] facilitation of the issuance of visas for the citizens of Georgia (whereas the citizens of the UK enjoy visa-free travel regime in Georgia)	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA We prefer to keep previous wording on visas.
Second paragraph repeats previous para about migration

	COMMITTED to recognizing the importance of national control and cooperation on the issues of mobility, migration, asylum and border management, the need to tackle illegal migration and trafficking in human beings and appreciating the benefits of immigration under current and future national frameworks;]

COMMITTED to the principles of free market economy and the readiness of the UK to contribute to the economic reforms in Georgia. , 


COMMITTED to achieving greater economic cooperation in particular through a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA), as an integral part of this Agreement and in compliance with the rights and obligations arising out of the membership of the Parties in the World Trade Organisation (WTO);


BELIEVING that this Agreement will create a new climate for economic relations between the Parties and above all for the development of trade and investment, and will stimulate competition, which are factors crucial to economic restructuring and modernisation;


COMMITTED to respecting the principles of sustainable development, to protecting the environment and mitigating climate change, to continuous improvement of environmental governance and meeting environmental needs, including cross- border cooperation and implementation of multilateral international agreements;


[GE Proposal:COMMITTED to enhancing the security of energy supply, including the development of the Southern Corridor by, inter alia, promoting the development of appropriate projects in Georgia facilitating the development of relevant infrastructure, including for transit through Georgia, increasing market integration and gradual regulatory approximation towards key elements of the EU acquis, and promoting energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources;

ACKNOWLEDGING the need for enhanced energy cooperation, and the commitment of  the  Parties  to  implement  the Energy Charter Treaty;]

[UK Proposal: COMMITTED to enhancing the security of energy supply, including the development of the Southern Corridor by, inter alia, promoting the development of appropriate projects in Georgia, including promoting energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources;]

[UK proposal, retain EU language: ACKNOWLEDGING the need for enhanced energy cooperation, and the commitment of the Parties to implement the Energy Charter Treaty]


WILLING to improve the level of public health safety and protection of human health as an essential element for sustainable development and economic growth;

COMMITTED to enhancing people-to-people contacts, including through cooperation and exchanges in the fields of science and technology, business, youth, education, culture and sport;


RECOGNISING the commitment of Georgia to developing its administrative and institutional infrastructure to the extent necessary to enforce this Agreement;	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA It is not necessary to keep this para.

RECOGNISING that the Association Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member Sates, of the one part, and Georgia, of the other part, done at Brussels on 27 June 2014 (“the EU-Georgia Agreement”) will cease to apply to the United Kingdom when [it ceases to be a Member State of the European Union [or at the end of any transitional arrangement during which the rights and obligations under these Agreements continue to apply to the United Kingdom]]

HAVE DECIDED TO CONCLUDE THIS AGREEMENT:



Article 1

Objectives

1. A strategic partnership cooperation is hereby established between the UK  of the one part, and Georgia, of the other  part.

2. The aims of this strategic partnership are:

(a) to promote political partnership and economic cooperation between the Parties based on common values, [UK proposal: common interests] [GE proposal: interests] and close links, 

(b) to provide a strengthened framework for enhanced [GE proposal:strategic] political dialogue (including Wardrop Strategic Dialogie)on all  areas of  mutual interest, allowing the development of close political relations between the Parties;

[GE proposal: to contribute to th strengthening of democracy and to political, economic and insititutional stability of in Georgia]

[UK Proposal: to contribute to the strengethening of democracy and to political, economic and insitutitional stability on the basis of our shared values]. 

(c) to promote, preserve and strengthen peace and stability regionally and internationally, based on the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, including through joining efforts to eliminate sources of tension, enhance border security, and to promote cross-border  cooperation  and  good  neighbourly  relations;

(d) [GE proposal: to promoteenhance cooperation aimed at peaceful conflict resolution between Georgia and Russia, as well as the reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line;]	Comment by ibartaia: Keep as proposed

[UK Proposal: to promote cooperation aimed at peaceful conflict resolution including reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by conflicts.] 

(e) to enhance cooperation in the area of freedom, security and justice with the aim of reinforcing the rule of law and the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

(f) [GE proposal: to promote membership of Georgia into Euro-Atlantic structures; 
[GE(EU dept): to promote dialogue and cooperation on EU-related matters]

[UK Proposal: to support Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations]

(g) to support the efforts of Georgia to develop its economic potential through international cooperation, 

(h) to establish conditions for enhanced economic and trade relations, including by setting up a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area as stipulated in Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement;

 [GE proposal: to enhance and deepen cooperation in the fields of education, science, culture, youth and sport with the aim of fosterining collaboration of the institutions operating in the domains.] 
[NEW GE proposal:  to support and develop cooperation in the fields of education, science, culture, youth and sport  with the aim to strengthen  people-to people ties between the countries.	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MoESCS

–[UK proposal: reject insertion. This is covered by (h) below)]


(i) to establish conditions for an increasingly close cooperation in other areas of mutual interest;
;
TITLE  I

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Article 2

General  Principles

1. Respect for the democratic principles, human rights and fundamental freedoms, as proclaimed in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and as defined in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Charter of Paris for a New Europe of 1990 shall form the basis of the domestic and external policies of the Parties and constitutes an essential element of this Agreement. Countering the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, related materials and their means of delivery also constitute essential elements of this Agreement.

2. The Parties reiterate their commitment to  the principles of  a free market economy, sustainable development and effective multilateralism.


3. The Parties reaffirm their respect for the principles of the rule of law and good governance, as well as their international obligations, in particular under the UN, the Council of Europe and the OSCE.  In particular, they  agree to promoting respect for the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity, inviolability of borders and independence.


4. . The Parties commit themselves to the rule of law, good governance, the fight against corruption, the fight against the various forms of transnational organised crime and terrorism, the promotion of sustainable development, effective multilateralism and the fight against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems. This commitment constitutes a key factor in the development of the relations and cooperation between the Parties and contributes to regional peace and stability


TITLE  II

[GE proposal: Strategic] POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND REFORM, COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

Article 3

Aims of [GE proposal: Sstrategic] political dialogue	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA: It is already agreed: Strategic political dialogue

1. [GE proposal: Strategic] Political dialogue   on all areas of mutual interest, including foreign and security matters as well as domestic reform, shall be further developed and strengthened between the Parties. This will increase the effectiveness of political cooperation and promote cooperation on foreign and security matters, strengthening relations in an ambitious and innovative way.



2. The aims of  the [GE proposal Stategic]  political dialogue  shall be:


(a) to deepen partnership and increase political and [GE proposal: political] and security policy cooperation and effectiveness;


(b) to promote the principles of territorial integrity, inviolability of internationally recognised borders, sovereignty and independence, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and  the  Helsinki  Final  Act  of  1975  of  the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe;


(c) to promote peaceful conflict resolution [GE proposal: between Georgia and Russia, as well as the reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line;] [UK Proposal: Original text 

(d) to provide all benefits of the Strategic and Cooperation Agreement between the UK and Georgia to all citizens of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders, [Amended GE Proposal: in close coordination between the Governments of the UK and Georgia;;] [UK Proposal: Original Text]	Comment by ibartaia: Amended GEO proposal


(e) to promote international stability and security based on effective multilateralism;


(f) to strengthen cooperation and dialogue between the Parties on international security and crisis management, in particular in order to address global and regional challenges and key threats;


(g) to strengthen the cooperation in the fight against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems including the conversion to alternative employment of scientists formerly employed in WMD programmes;


(h) to foster result-oriented and practical cooperation between the Parties for achieving peace, security and stability on the European  continent;

[GE(EU dept): to promote exchanges, including sharing expertise on cooperation with the EU]


(i) to strengthen respect for democratic principles, the rule of law and good governance, human rights and fundamental freedoms, [GE proposal: Delete including media freedom and the rights of persons belonging to minorities, and to contribute to consoli­ dating domestic political reforms;] [UK Proposal: retain original text. ]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA: Delete, no need to specify


(j) to develop dialogue and to deepen the cooperation of the Parties in the field of security and defence;	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOD highlight


(k) to work to further promote regional cooperation in various formats;
(j) [UK proposal: to deepen cooperation in the field of protection and management of critical infrastructure; and
(k) to consider enhancing and intensifying cooperation for countering and combating hybrid threats]


Article 4

Domestic reform	Comment by ibartaia: SSSG: We suggest to change the title, for example, we can propose to name it as: Cooperation on developing democratic institutions. We can discuss any other alternatives. 

The Parties shall cooperate on developing, consolidating and increasing the stability and effectiveness of democratic institutions and the rule of law; on ensuring respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; on making further progress on judicial and legal reform, so that the independence of the judiciary is guaranteed, strengthening its adminis­ trative capacity and guaranteeing impartiality and effectiveness of law enforcement bodies; on further pursuing the public administration reform and on building an accountable, efficient, effective, transparent and professional civil service; and on continuing effective fight against corruption, particularly in view of enhancing international cooperation on combating corruption, and ensuring effective implementation of relevant international legal instruments, such as the United Nations Convention Against Corruption of 2003.


Article 5

Foreign and security policy

1. The Parties shall intensify their dialogue and cooperation in the area of foreign and security policy, and shall address in particular issues of conflict prevention, peaceful  conflict resolution and crisis management, regional stability,  disarmament, non-proliferation, arms control and export control. Cooperation shall be based on common values and mutual interests, and  shall  aim  at increasing policy effectiveness, making use of bilateral, international and regional fora.


2. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the principles of territorial integrity, inviolability of internationally recognised borders, sovereignty and independence, as established in the Charter of the United  Nations  and  the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in  Europe,  and  their  commitment  to promote these principles in  their  bilateral  and  multilateral  relations.  The  Parties  also  underline  their  full  support  for the principle of host nation consent on stationing foreign armed forces on their territories. They agree that the stationing of foreign armed forces on their territory should take place with the explicit consent of the host state, in accordance with international  law.

3. [GE Proposal: The Parties shall intensify their dialogue and cooperation with an aim to prepare Georgia for NATO membership. UK is committed to further support aspirant Georgia’s NATO membership bid, in accordance with the 2008 Bucharest Summit decision. UK recognizes the significant progress Georgia has achieved in implementing democratic reforms and strengthening defence institutions that advance Georgia on its NATO membership path. UK commends Georgia on successful use of all integration tools necessary for membership, such as NATO-Georgia Commission (NGC), Annual National Programme (ANP) and Substantial NATO-Georgia Package (SNGP). UK acknowledges Georgia’s continuing substantial contribution to the common Euro-Atlantic security, including through participation in the NATO-led Resolute Support Mission (RSM) in Afghanistan. UK reiterates decisions made during the 2018 Brussels Summit and reflected in NATO-Georgia Commission Declaration at the level of the Heads of State and Government. UK acknowledges Georgia’s contribution to Black Sea security and welcomes further development of practical cooperation in this regard.]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOD
4. [NEWGE Proposal: The Parties shall intensify their dialogue and cooperation with an aim to prepare Georgia for NATO membership, in accordance with the 2008 Bucharest Summit decision. The partices recognize the significant progress that Georgia has achieved in utilizing NATO integration tools, implementing democratic reforms and strengthening defence institutions. The parties underline the importance of Georgia’s continued substantial contribution to the common Euro-Atlantic security, including through participation in the NATO-led Resolute Support Mission (RSM) in Afghanistan, as well as Georgia’s contribution to Black Sea security, and welcome further development of practical cooperation in this regard.

[UK proposal: The parties stay committed to enhance dialogue and practical cooperation in support of Georgia’s defence and security reform and the country’s NATO membership aspirations.s. 	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOD/MFA
5. 
6.  [GE proposal: ADD: Taking into consideration Georgia’s European aspirations, UK shall support Georgia’s integration into EU. ]
7. [UK proposal: reject insertion]

. 



Article 6

Amended GE proposal: Peaceful conflict resolution

1. [GE Proposal: The Parties reiterate their commitment to peaceful resolution of the Russia-Georgia conflict in full respect of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders as well as to facilitating efforts for reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line. Pending sustainable solution to the conflict and without prejudice to the existing formats for addressing conflict-related issues, peaceful conflict resolution will constitute one of the central subjects on the agenda of strategic political dialogue between the Parties, as well as in the dialogue with other relevant international actors.]

[UK Proposal: The Parties reiterate their commitment to peaceful resolution of the conflict in Georgia in full respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders as well as to facilitating efforts for post-conflict rehabilitation and reconciliation between its communities divided by war. Pending a sustainable solution to the conflicts and without prejudice to the existing formats for addressing conflict-related issues, peaceful conflict resolution, reconciliation and confidence-building will constitute one of the central subjects on the agenda of strategic political dialogue between the Parties, as well as in the dialogue with other relevant international actors]


2. The parties fully support the firm commitment of Georgia to peace and security, and its efforts to restore its territorial integrity in pursuit of a comprehensive policy of peaceful and lasting conflict resolution.. 

3. [GE Proposal: In this context the Parties recognise the importance of ensuring  the full implementation of the 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement between Georgia and Russia; of withdrawal of Russian military forces from Goergia’s occupied territories; of a meaningful international presence for maintaining peace and security on the ground, including, the establishment of international security arrangements in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; of efforts to achieve tangible results in the Geneva International Discussions; effective functioning of Incident Prenevention and Response mechanisms in Gali and Ergneti; of safe and dignified return of all internally displaced persons and refugees to their places of origin in line with the principles of international law; of pursuing and promoting the firm non-recognition policy towards the occupation regimes in Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; of pursuing and enhancing the policy of reconciliation and confidence building between the communities divided by war and occupation line.]

[UK Proposal: In this context the Parties recognise the importance of ensuring  the full implementation of the Six-Point Agreement of 12 August 2008 and its subsequent implementing measures; of effective efforts to support the establishment of international security arrangements, including as appropriate the UK; of effective efforts to achieve tangible results in the Geneva International Discussions; of safe and dignified return of all internally displaced persons and refugees to their places of origin in line with the principles of international law; of pursuing engagement without recognition policies towards Georgia’s conflict-affected regions.]

4. The Parties affirm the commitment to provide the benefits of the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Agreement Political, Trade and Partnership Agreement  and the strategic partnership between the UK and Georgia to all citizens of Georgia, including the communities divided affected by conflict;[GE Proposa:l in close coordination between the Government of the UK and Georgia;]

[UK proposal: The Parties affirm the commitment to provide the benefits of the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the UK and Georgia to all citizens of Georgia, including the communities divided by conflict.]

5. [GE proposal: The Parties Underline the necessity of maintaining the Russia-Georgia conflict high on international agenda and express the commitment in this context to coordinate the efforts with other relevant international actors and organisations to  contribute  to peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia, including in relation to humanitarian and human rights issues in Georgia’s occupied territories.]

[UK proposal: The Parties underline the importance of maintaining the conflict in Georgia high on the international agenda and committed in this context to coordinate efforts with other relevant international actors and organisations to contribute to peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia.]


6. All these efforts shall follow commonly shared principles of maintaining international peace and security as established by the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and other relevant multilateral documents.





Article 67

Serious crimes of international concern

1. The Parties reaffirm that the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole must not go unpunished and that impunity for such crimes must be avoided by taking measures at national and international level including the International Criminal Court.


2. The Parties consider that the establishment and effective functioning of the International Criminal Court constitutes an important development for international peace and justice. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to continue  to cooperate with the International Criminal Court by implementing the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and its related instruments, giving due regard to preserving its integrity.


Article 78

Conflict prevention and crisis management

The Parties shall enhance practical cooperation in conflict prevention and crisis management. 


Article 89

Regional stability

1. The Parties shall intensify their joint efforts to promote stability, security and democratic development in the region, as well as to work to further promote regional cooperation in various formats and, in particular, shall work towards peaceful settlement of the unresolved conflicts in the region.


2. These efforts shall follow commonly shared principles of maintaining international peace and security as established by the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975 of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and other relevant multilateral documents..


Article 10

Weapons of mass destruction

1. The Parties consider that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their means of delivery, both to state and non-state actors, represents one of the most serious threats to international peace and stability. The Parties therefore agree to cooperate and to contribute to countering the proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery through full compliance with, and national implementation of, their existing obligations under international disarmament and non-proliferation treaties and agreements, and other relevant international obligations. The Parties agree that this provision constitutes an essential element of this Agreement.


2. [GE proposal to delete: The Parties furthermore agree to cooperate and to contribute to countering the proliferation of WMD and their means of delivery by:


(a) taking steps to sign, ratify, or accede to, as appropriate, and fully implement,  all other relevant international instruments; and


(b) establishing an effective system of national export controls, controlling the export as well as transit of WMD-related goods, including a WMD end-use control on dual-use technologies, and containing effective sanctions for breaches of export  controls.]

[UK proposal: retain EU text] 


3. The Parties agree to make this a subject of the Strategic political dialogue provided for in this Agreement.	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA To add word: “Strategic” before Political dialoge



Article 11

Small arms and light weapons and conventional arms exports control

1. The Parties recognise that the illicit manufacture, transfer and circulation of small arms and light weapons (SALW), including their ammunition, and their excessive accumulation, poor management, inadequately secured stockpiles and uncontrolled spread continue to pose a serious threat to peace and international security.


2. The Parties agree to observe and fully implement their respective obligations to deal with the illicit trade in SALW, including their ammunition, under existing international agreements and UN Security Council resolutions, as well as their commitments within the framework of other international instruments applicable in this area, such as the United Nations Programme of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects.


3. The Parties shall undertake to cooperate and to ensure coordination, complementarity and synergy in their efforts to deal with the illicit trade in SALW, including their ammunition, and the destruction of excessive stockpiles, at global, regional, sub-regional and national levels.


4. Furthermore, the Parties agree to continue to cooperate in the area of conventional arms export control.


5. The Parties agree to make this a subject of the political dialogue provided for in this Agreement.


Article 12

Fight against terrorism

1. The Parties reaffirm the importance of the fight against and the prevention of terrorism and agree to work together at bilateral, regional and international level to prevent and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.


2. The Parties agree that the fight against terrorism must be conducted with full respect for the rule of law and in full conformity with international law including international human rights law, international refugee law and international humanitarian law, the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and all relevant international counter-terrorism related instruments.


3. The Parties stress the importance of the universal ratification and full implementation of all UN counter-terrorism related conventions and protocols. The Parties agree to continue to promote dialogue on the draft Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism and to cooperate in the implementation of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, as well as all relevant UN Security Council resolutions and Council of Europe conventions. The Parties also agree to cooperate to promote international consensus on the prevention of and fight against terrorism.

[GE Proposal: The parties agree to cooperate in the implementation of all relevant international instruments in the field of combatting terrorism.]

[UK Proposal: Retain existing text] 


TITLE  III

FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE

Article 13

Rule of law and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

1. In their cooperation in the  area of  freedom, security and  justice the Parties shall attach particular importance to further promoting the rule of law, including the independence of the judiciary, access to justice, and the right to a fair trial.


2. The Parties will cooperate fully on the effective functioning of institutions in the areas of law enforcement and the administration of justice.


3. Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms will guide all cooperation on freedom, security and  justice.	Comment by ibartaia: MoJ: Provisionally agreed, however, we think that there is overlap with Article 4. 


Article 14

Protection of personal data

The Parties agree to cooperate in order to ensure a high level of protection of personal data in accordance with the Council of Europe and international legal instruments and standards referred to in Annex I to this Agreement.


Article 15

Cooperation on migration, asylum and border management

1. [UK proposal: The Parties reaffirm the importance of a joint management of migration flows between their territories and shall establish a comprehensive dialogue on all migration-related issues, including legal migration, international protection and the fight against illegal migration, smuggling and trafficking in human beings.]


2. Cooperation will be based on specific needs assessments conducted in mutual consultation between the Parties and be implemented in accordance with their relevant legislation in force. It will, in particular, focus on:

(a) the root causes and the consequences of migration;


(b) the development and implementation of national legislation and practices as regards international protection, with a view to satisfying the provisions of the Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and of the Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees of  1967  and  of  other  relevant  international  instruments,  such  as  the European Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, and to ensuring the respect of the principle of ‘non-refoulement’;


(c) the admission rules and rights and status of persons admitted, fair treatment and integration of lawfully residing non- nationals education and training and measures against racism and xenophobia;


(d) the enhancement of an effective and preventive policy against illegal migration, smuggling of migrants and trafficking in human beings including the issue of how to combat networks of smugglers and traffickers and how to protect the victims of such trafficking;



(e) in the areas of document security and border management, issues such as organisation, training, best practices and other  operational  measures.


Cooperation[GE proposal: Parties will cooperate for mutual benefit in the field of the circular migration Cooperation may also facilitate circular migration for the benefit of development.]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA: Maintain Geo proposal

[UK Proposal: “The Parties agree that they may enter into dialogue regarding legal migration within the current or future national frameworks governing these issues, particularly the movement of skilled individuals.”]

Article 16

Movement of persons and readmission

1. The Parties shall endeavour to enhance mobility of citizens and shall, where the conditions for well-managed and secure mobility are in place, take gradual steps towards making it easier for citizens to travel to and visit each other’s countries [GE proposal: particularly for journeys undertaken for the purpose of educational, scientific and sport activities]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA Consular maintain Georgian proposal
.
[UK proposal: delete article 16 (1)]
[GE (EU dept) alternative: The Parties shall endeavour to enhance mobility of citizens, including by, as a first step, exploring facilitation of issuance of visas gradually for the citizens of Georgia, provided that the conditions for well-managed and secure mobility are in place]

2. 
[GE proposal: For this purpose, the Parties shall endeavor to conclude the agreements on the abolition  of visas and on the readmission of persons residing without authorization]. 

[UK proposal: reject]

3. [GE Proposal: The Parties shall ensure that the treatment accorded to nationals of the other contracting Party, legally employed on its territory shall be free from any discrimination based on nationality, as regards working conditions, social security, remuneration or dismissal, as compared to its own nationals.]

[UK Proposal: Accept GE proposal, but reject insertion of “social security”]


Article 17

The  fight against  organised  crime  and  corruptionLaw enforcement and security

1. The Parties shall cooperate on combating and preventing criminal and illegal activities, in particular transnational activities, organised or otherwise, such as:


(a) smuggling and trafficking in human beings as well as small arms and illicit drugs;


(b) smuggling and trafficking in goods;


(c) illegal economic and financial activities such as counterfeiting, fiscal fraud and public procurement fraud; 


embezzlement  in  projects  funded  by  international  donors;

(d) active and passive corruption, both in the private and public sector;


(e) forging documents, submitting  false statements; and


(f) cybercrime.


[GE Proposal: Move this entire sentence to form a new Article 22 concerning law enforcement and security]. . 

2.  [UK proposal: The Parties shall enhance bilateral, regional and international cooperation among law enforcement and security bodies. This would include, where appropriate and possible, the cooperation within International Criminal PoliceOrganization (Interpol) and other relevant International institutions/Organisations. The Parties will actively use the channels of liaison officers/police or security attachés for the purposes of law enforcement and security cooperation] The Parties are committed to imple­ menting effectively the relevant international standards, and in particular those enshrined in the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) of 2000 and the three Protocols thereto and  in  the United  Nations  Convention  against  Corruption  of  2003.
3.  [GEO proposal:]Exchange and handling of any classified information under this Agreement shall be carried out pursuant to and after conclusion of the agreement between the Government of Georgia and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the exchange and mutual protection of classified information.
4. 


Article 18

Illicit drugs

Within their respective powers, the Parties shall cooperate to ensure a balanced,integrated and evidence-based approach towards drug issues. Drug policies and actions shall be aimed at reinforcing structures for preventing  and combating illicit drugs, reducing the supply of, trafficking in and the demand for illicit drugs, addressing the health and social consequences of drug abuse with a view to reducing harm as well as at a more effective prevention of diversion of chemical precursors used for the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

[UK accepted GE proposal to add “and evidence-based approach”]

1. The Parties shall agree on the necessary methods of cooperation to attain these objectives. Actions shall be based on commonly agreed principles along the lines of the relevant international conventions, and taking into account the 2009 Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem and the outcome document of the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly 2016 on the world drug problem, entitled “Our joint commitment to effectively addressing and countering the world drug problem”


Article 19

Money laundering and terrorism financing

1. The Parties shall cooperate in order to prevent the use of  their  financial  and  relevant  non-financial  systems  to launder the proceeds of criminal activities in general and drug offences in particular, as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of terrorism  financing.


This cooperation extends to the recovery of assets or funds derived from the proceeds of crime.


2. Cooperation in this area shall allow exchanges of relevant information within the framework of respective legis­ lation and the adoption of appropriate standards to prevent and combat money laundering and financing of terrorism equivalent to those adopted by relevant international bodies active in this area, such as the Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF).


[Article 20

Cooperation in the fight against terrorism

1. In full accordance with the principles underlying the fight against terrorism as set out in Article 12 of this Agreement, the Parties  reaffirm  the importance of a law enforcement and judicial approach to the fight against terrorism and agree to cooperate in the prevention and suppression of terrorism in particular by:


(a) [GE Proposal: ensuring the criminalisation of terrorist offences,; [UK proposal: reject deletion];	Comment by ibartaia: SSSG/MoJ: Since, Georgia has already criminalized the terrorist crimes in accordance with the international instrument, we proposed to deleate this phrase. (Specifically it was brought in line with the Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA so that this para is no longer relevant). However, if British side still believes that this phrase should be left, we propose adding the following phrase: “as appropriate” (ensuring the criminalizaion of terrorist offences, as appropriate). 



(b) exchanging information on terrorist groups and individuals and their support networks, in accordance with inter­ national and national law, in particular as regards data protection and the protection of privacy;


(c) exchanging  experience  in  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  terrorism,  means  and  methods  and  their  technical aspects, as well as on training, in accordance with applicable law;


(d) sharing information on best practices in addressing and countering radicalisation and recruitment, and on promoting rehabilitation;


(e) exchanging views and experience concerning cross-border movement and travel of  terrorist  suspects  as  well  as concerning  terrorist  threats in accordance with international and national law 
[UK accepted GE proposal to add “in accordance with interntional and national law”];


(f) sharing best practices as regards the protection of human rights in the fight against terrorism, in particular in relation to  criminal justice proceedings;


(g) taking measures against the threat of chemical,  biological,  radiological  and  nuclear  terrorism  and  undertaking  the measures necessary to prevent the acquisition, transfer and use for terrorist purposes of chemical, biological, radio­ logical and nuclear materials as well as to prevent illegal acts against high risk chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear facilities.


2. Cooperation shall may consider relevant available assessments, such as those of the relevant bodies of the UN and the Council of Europe and conducted in mutual consultation between the Parties.	Comment by ibartaia: SSSG

[UK accepted GE proposal to add “shall consider”]


Article 21

Legal cooperation

1. The Parties agree to develop judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters as regards the negotiation, ratification and implementation of multilateral conventions on civil judicial cooperation [GE proposal to delete rest of sentence and, in particular, the conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law in the field of international legal cooperation and litigation as well as the protection of children.]

[UK proposal: The Parties agree to develop judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters as regards the negotiation, ratification and implementation of multilateral conventions on civil judicial cooperation and, in particular, the conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law in the field of international legal cooperation and litigation as well as the protection of children.]



2. As regards judicial cooperation in criminal and civil matters, the Parties will seek to enhance cooperation on mutual legal assistance on the basis of relevant multilateral agreements. This would include, where appropriate, accession to, and implementation of, the relevant international instruments of the UN, and the Council of Europe [GE proposal: and other relevant international platforms and closer cooperation with Eurojust, where that is possible.] [UK accept GE proposal]	Comment by ibartaia: MoJ: proposal to add civil 

[GE Proposal: Article 22

Law enforcement and security cooperation


Article 22

The Particles shall enhance bilateral, regional and international cooperation among law enforcement and security bodies. This would include, where appropriate and possible, the cooperation within International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) and the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol). The Parties will actively use the channels of liaison officers/police or security attachés for the purposes of law enforcement and security cooperation.]

[UK proposal: move to Article 17(2)]

[GE Proposal Article 23
Critical infrastructure

The Parties agree to deepen cooperation in the field of protection and management of critical infrastructure.]

[UK proposal: move to Article 3]

[GE Proposal Article 24
Hybrid threats

The Parties fully acknowledge the security challenges posed by hybrid warfare. Therefore, they consider enhancing and intensifying cooperation for countering and combating hybrid threats. ]


[UK proposal: : move to Article 3.]


TITLE  V

ECONOMIC   COOPERATION

CHAPTER 1

Economic dialogue

Article 277

1. The UKand Georgia shall facilitate the process of economic reform by improving the understanding of the fundamentals of their respective economies and the formulation and implementation of economic policies.


2. The Parties shall strive to ensure sound macroeconomic policies.




Article 278

To that end, the Parties agree to conduct a regular economic dialogue aimed at:

(a) exchanging information on macroeconomic trends and policies, as well as on structural reforms, including strategies for  economic development;

(b) exchanging expertise and best practices in areas such as public finance, monetary and exchange rate policy frame­ works, financial sector policy and economic statistics;

(c) reviewing status of bilateral cooperation in the economic, financial and statistical fields.


CHAPTER 2

Management of public finances and financial control

Article 279

The Parties shall cooperate in the area of public internal financial control (PIFC) and external audit with the following objectives:


(a) further development and implementation of the PIFC system based on the principle of managerial accountability, and including a  functionally independent  internal audit function in the entire  public sector, by means  of  harmonisation with generally accepted international standards and methodologies and EU good practices], on the basis of the PIFC policy paper approved by the Government of Georgia;


(b) to reflect in the PIFC policy paper if and under which conditions a financial inspection system may be implemented, in  which case such function will be complaint driven and will complement but not duplicate the internal audit function;


(c) effective cooperation between the actors defined by the PIFC policy paper to foster the development of governance;


(d) supporting the Central Harmonisation Unit for PIFC and strengthening its competences;


(e) further strengthening of the State Audit Office of Georgia as a supreme audit institution of Georgia in terms of its independence, organisational and audit capacity, financial and human resources and implementation of internationally accepted external audit (INTOSAI) standards by the supreme audit institution; and


(f) exchange of information, experiences and good practices through inter alia personnel exchange and joint training in these fields.


CHAPTER 3

Taxation

Article 280

The Parties shall cooperate to enhance good governance in the tax area, with a view to the further improvement of economic relations, trade, investment and fair competition.


Article 281

With reference to Article [280] of this Agreement, the Parties recognise and commit themselves to implement the principles of good governance in the tax area, i.e. the principles of transparency, exchange of information and fair tax competition . To that effect,  the Parties will improve international cooperation in the tax area, facilitate the collection of legitimate tax revenues, and develop measures for the effective implementation of the above mentioned principles.

Article 282

The Parties shall strive to enhance cooperation and sharing of experiences in combating tax fraud, in particular carousel fraud.

Article 283

The Parties shall develop their cooperation in counteracting and fighting fraud and smuggling of excisable products. To that end, the Parties will look to strengthen their cooperation within the regional context.

Article 284

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.



CHAPTER 4

Statistics

Article 286

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on statistical issues, with an aim of, thereby contributing to  the  long-term objective of providing timely, internationally comparable and reliable statistical data. It is expected that a sustainable, efficient and professionally independent national statistical system shall produce information relevant for citizens, busi­ nesses and decision-makers in Georgia and in the UK, enabling them to  take  informed  decisions  on  this  basis.  The national statistical system should respect the UN Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, taking into account international standards and best practice,  in order to align the national statistical system with internationally comparable norms and standards.





Cooperation shall aim at: 

Article 287


(a) further strengthening the capacity of the national statistical system, focusing on the sound legal basis, production of adequate data and metadata, dissemination policy and user friendliness, taking into account various groups of users, in  particular public and  private sectors, academic community and other users;


(b) fine-tuning of data provision, taking into account the application of relevant international methodologies, including classifications;


(c) enhancing the professional and management capacity of the national statistical staff to facilitate the application of statistical standards and to contribute to the development of the Georgian statistical system;


(d) exchanging experience between the Parties on the development of statistical know-how, and

(e) promoting  total  quality management  of  all  statistical  production  processes and  dissemination.






Article 288

The Parties shall further cooperate , inter alia, on the areas of:

(a) macroeconomic statistics, including national accounts, foreign trade statistics, balance of payments statistics, foreign direct investment statistics;

(b) demographic statistics, including censuses and social statistics;

(c) agricultural statistics, including agricultural censuses and environment statistics;

(d) business statistics, including business registers and use of administrative sources for statistical purposes;

(e) energy statistics, including balances;

(f) regional statistics;

(g) horizontal activities, including statistical classifications, quality management, training, dissemination, use of modern information  technologies,  and

(h) other relevant areas.

Article 289

The Parties shall, inter alia, exchange information and expertise and shall develop their cooperation, taking into account the already accumulated experience in the reform of the statistical system. The emphasis in the statistical data production process shall be the further development of sample surveys and use of administrative records, while taking into account the need to reduce the response burden. The data shall be relevant for the designing and monitoring of policies in key areas of social and economic life.

Article 290

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter. 



TITLE  VI

OTHER  COOPERATION  POLICIES







The Parties shall:


CHAPTER 1

Transport

Article 292


(a) expand and strengthen their transport cooperation in order to contribute to the development of sustainable transport systems;

(b) promote  efficient,  safe  and  secure  transport  operations  as  well  as  intermodality  and  interoperability  of  transport systems, and

(c) endeavour to enhance the main transport links between their territories.



Article 293

This cooperation shall cover, inter alia the following areas:


(a) development of a sustainable national transport policy covering all modes of transport, particularly with a view to ensuring environmentally friendly, efficient, safe and secure transport systems and promoting the integration of these considerations in  the  sphere of  transport into  other policy areas;


(b) development of sector strategies in light of the national  transport  policy,  including  legal  requirements  for  the upgrading of technical  equipment  and  transport  fleets;


(c) strengthening of the infrastructure policy in order to better identify and evaluate infrastructure projects in the various modes of transport;


(d) development of funding policies focusing on maintenance, capacity constraints and missing link infrastructure as well as  activating and promoting the participation of the private sector in transport projects;


(e) accession to relevant international transport organisations and agreements including procedures for ensuring strict implementation and effective enforcement of international transport agreements and conventions;


(f) scientific and technical cooperation and exchange of information for the development and improvement of tech­ nologies in transport, such as intelligent transport systems; and


(g) promotion of the use of intelligent transport systems and information technology in managing and operating all relevant modes of transport as well as supporting intermodality and cooperation in the use of space systems and commercial applications facilitating transport.


Article 294

1. Cooperation shall also aim  at improving the movement of passengers and  goods, increasing fluidity of transport flows between Georgia, the UK and third countries in the region, by removing administrative, technical  and  other obstacles, improving transport networks and upgrading the infrastructure in particular on the main networks connecting the Parties. This cooperation shall include actions to facilitate border-crossings.


2. Cooperation shall include information exchange and joint activities:


(a) at regional level, in particular taking into consideration and integrating progress achieved under various regional transport cooperation arrangements and other transport initiatives; and


(b) at international level, including with regard to international transport organisations and international agreements and conventions ratified by the Parties.


.
Article 295

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.



.




CHAPTER 2

Energy cooperation

Article 297

The cooperation should be based on the principles of  partnership, mutual interest, transparency and  predictability [UK proposal: and shall aim at market integration and regulatory convergence in the energy sector,], taking into account the need to ensure access to secure, environmentally friendly and affordable energy.


Article 298

The cooperation should cover, inter alia the following areas:


(a) energy strategies and policies;

(b) the development of competitive, transparent and efficient energy markets allowing third parties with non-discrimi­ natory access to networks and consumers [UK proposal: following EU standards],  including  the  development  of  the  relevant regulatory framework, as required;	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO/MoESD
Provisions, may not be applicable for cross-border exchanges 



(c) [UK proposal: cooperation on regional energy issues and the possible accession of Georgia to the Energy Community Treaty in respect of which Georgia has a status of observer at present;]

(d) development of an attractive and stable investment climate by addressing institutional,  legal,  fiscal  and  other conditions;

(e) energy infrastructures of common interest, in order to diversify energy sources, suppliers and transportation routes in an  economic and environmentally sound manner;

(f) enhancement of security of energy supply,[UK proposal increasing market integration and gradual regulatory approximation towards key elements of the EU acquis];
	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO/MoESD
Provisions, may not be applicable for cross-border exchanges
(g) [GE proposal: enhancement and strengthening of long-term stability and security of energy trade, transit and transport, and pricing policies, including a general cost based system for the transmission of energy resources, on a mutually beneficial and non-discriminatory basis in accordance with international rules, including the Energy Charter Treaty;]

(h) promotion of energy efficiency and energy savings in economic and environmentally sound manner;

(i) development and support of [GE proposal: diverse type of] renewable energies with a primary focus on hydro resources and promotion of bilateral and  regional integration in this field;	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO/MoESD


(j) scientific and technical cooperation and  exchange  of  information  for  the  development  and  improvement  of  tech­ nologies in  energy production, transportation, supply and  end use with particular attention to  energy efficient and environmentally friendly technologies, and

(k) [UK proposal retain original EU language but delete Euratom reference: cooperation on nuclear safety, security and radiation protection, in accordance with the principles and standards of the  International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the relevant international treaties and conventions concluded within the framework of the IAEA as well as in compliance with the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community where applicable.]
[GE proposal: Cooperation in education, focusing on energy security in the context of technical, economic, environmental, policy and legal aspects of energy. Including, development of mutually beneficial academic programmes and courses, exchange of academic staff and research assistants for main purposes of teaching, exchange students for study and research, together with, exchange of documentation, pedagogical information and research material.][UK proposal: reject addition of new paragraph]
Article 299

A regular dialogue [UK proposal: will may] take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 300

[UK proposal: Georgia will carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments referred to in the Annex XXV to this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of that Annex.]

CHAPTER 3

Environment

Article 301

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on environmental issues, thereby contributing to the long-term objective of sustainable development and greening the economy. It is expected that enhanced environment protection will bring benefits to citizens and businesses in Georgia and in the UK, including through improved public health, preserved natural resources, increased economic and environmental efficiency, as well as use of modern, cleaner technologies contributing to more sustainable production patterns. Cooperation shall be conducted considering the interests of the Parties on the basis of equality and mutual benefit, as well as taking into account the interdependence existing between the Parties in the field of environment protection, and multilateral agreements in the field.


Article 302

1. Cooperation shall aim at preserving, protecting, improving and rehabilitating the quality of the environment, protecting human health, sustainable utilisation of  natural  resources  and  promoting  measures  at  international  level  to deal with regional or global environmental problems, including in the areas of:

(a) environmental governance and horizontal issues, including strategic planning, environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment, education and training, monitoring and  environmental  information  systems, inspection  and  enforcement,  environmental  liability,  combating  environmental  crime,  transboundary  regional  cooperation, public access to  environmental  information,  decision-making  processes  and  effective  administrative  and  judicial review procedures;	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOAE Should be deleted also in 9th indent in page 4 of the Annex.

(b) air quality;

(c) water  quality and  resource management,  including flood  risk  management,  water scarcity and  droughts as  well  as marine  environment;

(d) waste  management;

(e) nature protection, including forestry and conservation of biological diversity;

(f) industrial pollution and industrial hazards, and

(g) chemicals  management.

2. Cooperation shall also aim at integrating environment into policy areas other than environment  policy.


Article 303

The Parties shall, inter alia, exchange information and expertise; cooperate at bilateral, regional, including through the existing structures of cooperation in South Caucasus,  and international levels, especially with regard to multilateral environment  agreements  ratified  by  the  Parties,  and  cooperate  in  the  framework  of  relevant  agencies,  as  appropriate.


Article 304

1. The cooperation shall cover, inter alia the following objective:

(a) [GE proposal to delete: the  development  of  a  National  Environment  Action  Plan  (NEAP)  covering  the  overall  national  and  sector-related strategic directions of the environment in Georgia as well as institutional and administrative issues;]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOAE to delete reference to NEAP

[UK proposal to follow]

(b) the promotion of integration of the environment into other policy areas, and

(c) the identification of the necessary human and financial resources.


2. [GE proposal to delete if deletion of 304(1)(a) agreed)The NEAP will be periodically updated and adopted in accordance with Georgian legislation.]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOAE to delete reference to NEAP




Article 305

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.


CHAPTER 4

Climate  action

Article 307

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation to combat climate change. Cooperation shall be conducted considering the interests  of the Parties on the basis of equality and mutual benefit and taking into account the inter­ dependence existing between bilateral and multilateral commitments  in this area.


Article 308

Cooperation shall aim at mitigating and adapting to climate change, as well as promoting measures at international level, including in the areas of:

(a) mitigation of climate change;

(b) adaptation to climate change;

(c) carbon trading;

(d) research, development, demonstration, deployment and diffusion of safe and sustainable low carbon and adaptation technologies, and.




Article 309

The Parties shall, inter alia, exchange information and expertise; implement joint research activities and exchange of information on cleaner technologies; implement joint activities, including with regard to multilateral environment agreements ratified by the Parties and joint activities in the framework of relevant agencies as appropriate. The Parties shall pay special attention  to  regional cooperation.


Article 310

Based on mutual interests, the cooperation shall cover, inter alia, the development and implementation of:
	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOAE
adding- “measures to promote technology transfer on the basis of Nationally Determined Contributions“.

(a) [GE proposal: national Adaptation Plan of Action (NAPA);


(b) Low Emissions Development Strategy (LEDS), including] nationally appropriate mitigation actions;


(c) measures to promote technology transfer on  the basis of technology needs assessmentNationally Determined Contributions;


(d) measures related to ozone-depleting substances and fluorinated greenhouse gases.]
[UK proposal: reject deletions]



Article 311
 
A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.






CHAPTER 5

Industrial and enterprise policy and mining

Article 313

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on innovation industrial and enterprise  policy,  thereby  improving  the business environment for all economic operators, but with particular emphasis on small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) as they are defined in the UKEU and Georgian legislation respectively. Enhanced cooperation should improve the administrative and regulatory framework for  both UKEU and  Georgian businesses operating in the  UKEU and Georgia, and should be based on the EU's SME and industrial policies], taking into account internationally recognised principles and practices in this field.




To these ends, the Parties shall cooperate in order to:

Article 314


(a) implement policies for SME development, based on the principles of the Small Business Act], and monitoring of the implementation process through regular dialogue. This cooperation will also include a focus on micro, startup - and craft enterprises, which are extremely important for both the UKEU and Georgian economies;


(b) create better framework conditions, via the exchange of information  and  good  practices,  thereby  contributing  to improving competitiveness. This cooperation will include the management of structural issues (restructuring) such as environment  and  energy;


(c) simplify and rationalise regulations and regulatory practice, with specific focus on exchange of good practices on regulatory techniques, including the EU's principles;


(d) encourage the development of innovation policy, via the exchange of information and good practices regarding the commercialisation  of  research  and  development  (including  support  instruments  for  technology-based  business  start- ups, cluster development and access to finance);


(e) encourage greater contacts between UKEU and Georgian businesses and between these businesses and the authorities in the  UKEU and Georgia;


(f) encourage export promotion activities between the UKEU and Georgia;


(g) facilitate the modernisation and restructuring of the UKEU and Georgian industry in sectors, where appropriate;


(h) develop and strengthen the cooperation in the area of mining industries, and production of raw materials, with the objectives of promoting mutual understanding, improvement of the business environment, and information exchange and cooperation in the area of non-energy mining, in particular metallic ores and industrial minerals. The exchange of information will cover developments in mining and raw materials sector, trade in raw materials, best practices in relation to sustainable development of mining industries as well as training, skills and health and safety.


Article 315

A regular dialogue will may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter. This will also involve representatives of UKEU and Georgian businesses.


CHAPTER 6

Company law, accounting and auditing and corporate governance

Article 316



1. Recognising the importance of an effective set of rules and practices in the areas of company law and corporate governance, as well as in accounting and auditing, for creating a fully-functioning market economy and for fostering trade, the Parties agree to cooperate in relation to:
a)       protecting shareholders, creditors and other stakeholders
b)      using relevant international standards at national level, and developing appropriate domestic systems, in the field of accounting and auditing
c)       further developing of corporate governance policy in line with international standards, in particular the OECD Principles on Corporate Governance.

Recognising the importance of an effective set of rules and practices in the areas of company law and corporate governance, as well as in accounting  and auditing, for creating a fully-functioning market  economy  and  for  fostering trade, the Parties agree to cooperate:


(a) on the protection of shareholders, creditors and other stakeholders in line with EU rules in this area;

(b) on the implementation of relevant international standards at national level and gradual approximation with the EU rules in the field of accounting and auditing, and

(c) on further development of corporate governance policy in line with international standards, as well as gradual approximation with the EU rules and recommendations in this area.

Article 317

The Parties will aim at sharing information and expertise on both existing systems and relevant new developments in these areas. In addition, the Parties will seek to ensure effective information exchange between business registers of the UKEU Member States and the national register of companies of Georgia.

Article 318

A regular dialogue will may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 319

Georgia will carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments referred to in Annex XXVIII to this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 7

Financial services

Article 320

Recognising the relevance of an effective set of rules and practices in the areas of financial services to establish a fully- functioning market economy and in order to foster trade exchanges among both Parties, the Parties agree to cooperate in the area of financial services in line with the following objectives:

(a) supporting the process of adapting financial services regulation to the needs of an open market economy;

(b) ensuring effective and adequate protection of investors and other consumers of financial services;

(c) ensuring the stability and integrity of the Georgian financial system in its entirety;

(d) promoting  cooperation  between  different  actors  of  the  financial  system,  including  regulators  and  supervisors,  and

(e) ensuring independent and effective supervision.

Article 321

1. The Parties  shall encourage  cooperation between relevant  regulatory and supervisory authorities, including information exchange, sharing of expertise on financial markets and other such measures.

2. Special attention shall be paid to the development of administrative capacity of such authorities, including through personnel  exchange  and  joint  training.

Article 322

A  regular dialogue will may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Article 323

[The parties shall promote gradual approximation to recognized international standards on regulation and supervision in the area of financial services.] Georgia will carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments referred to in Annex XV-A to this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of that Annex.








CHAPTER 8

Cooperation in the field of information society

Article 324

The Parties shall promote cooperation on the development of the Information Society to benefit citizens and businesses through the widespread availability of information and communication technologies (ICT) and through better quality of services at affordable prices. This cooperation should aim at facilitating access to electronic communications markets, encourage competition and investment in the sector.

Article 325

Cooperation will cover, inter alia, the following subjects:

(a) exchange of information and best practices  on the implementation of national  information  society  initiatives, including, inter alia, those aiming at promoting broadband access, safe internet improving network security, better use of spectrum resources, and developing public online services, new technologies and ICT innovations and 	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO Economy

(b) exchange of information, best practices and experience to promote the development of a comprehensive policy and regulatory framework for electronic communications, and in particular strengthen the institutional administrative capacity of the national independent regulator, foster a better use of spectrum resources and promote interoperability of networks in Georgia, and  between Georgia and the EU.	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO Economy	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO GNCC

Article 326

The Parties shall promote cooperation between EU  regulators and the national administrations and regulatory authorities in the field of electronic communications of Georgia and the UK.	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO Economy

Article 327

Georgia will carry out approximation of its legislation to the EU acts and international instruments referred to in Annex XV-B to this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of that Annex.

CHAPTER 9

Tourism

Article 328

The Parties shall cooperate in the field of tourism, with the aim of strengthening the development of a competitive and sustainable tourism industry as a generator of economic growth and empowerment, employment and international exchange.

Article 329

Cooperation at bilateral level shall be based on the following principles:

(a) respect for the integrity and interests of local communities, particularly in rural areas, bearing in mind local devel­ opment  needs  and  priorities;

(b) the importance of cultural and natural heritage; and [UK accepts GE insertion of “and natural heritage”]

(c) positive interaction between tourism and environmental preservation.




The cooperation shall focus on the following topics:

Article 330


(a) exchange of information, best practices, experience and ‘know-how’;

(b) maintenance of partnership between public, private and community interests in order to ensure the sustainable development of tourism, including ecotourism; [UK accepts GE insertion of “including ecotourism”]

(c) promotion and development of tourism flows, products and markets, infrastructure, human resources and institu­ tional structures;

(d) development and implementation of efficient policies;

(e) tourism training and capacity building in order to improve service standards, and

(f) development and promotion of, inter alia, community-based tourism.

Article 331

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.



CHAPTER10

Agriculture  and  rural  development

Article 332

The Parties shall cooperate to promote agricultural and rural development.

Article 333

Cooperation between the Parties in the field of agriculture and rural development shall cover, inter alia, the following areas:

(a) facilitating the [GE proposal: delete mutual] mutual understanding of agricultural and rural development policies;
[UK proposal: reject deletion of “mutual”]

(b) promoting the [GE proposal: modernisationmodernization, development of value chains a] and the sustainability of the agricultural production;
[UK proposal: reject addition of “development of value chains”]

(c) sharing  knowledge  and  best  practices  of  rural  development  policies  to  promote  economic  well-being  for  rural communities;

(d) improving the competitiveness of the agricultural sector and the efficiency and transparency for all stakeholders in the markets;

(e) promoting  quality  policies  and  their  control  mechanisms,  including  geographical  indications  and  organic  farming;

(f) wine production and agro tourism;

(g) disseminating knowledge and  promoting  extension  services to  agricultural producers, and

(h) striving for the harmonisation of issues dealt within the framework of international organisations of which both Parties are members.

Article 334

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

CHAPTER11

Fisheries and maritime governance

S e c t i o n  1

F i s h e r i e s  P o l i c y

Article 335

1. The Parties shall cooperate on the following mutually beneficial areas of common interest in the fisheries sector, including conservation and management of living aquatic resources, inspection and control, data collection, and the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing as defined in the FAO International Plan of Action (IPOA) of 2001 to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

2. That cooperation will respect the international obligations of the Parties concerning management and conservation of living aquatic resources.

Article 336

The Parties shall take joint actions, exchange information and provide support to each other in order to promote:

(a) good governance and best practices in fisheries management with a view to ensuring conservation and management of  fish stocks in a sustainable manner, and based on the principle of ecosystem approach;

(b) responsible  fishing  and  fisheries  management  consistent  with  the  principles  of  sustainable  development,  so  as  to conserve fish stocks and ecosystems in a healthy state, and

[GE proposal: Delete regional cooperation, including through Regional Fisheries Management Organisations, as approporate]

[UK Proposal: Retain as in EU text. ]


Article 338

The Parties will support initiatives, such as mutual exchange of experience and providing support, in order to ensure the implementation of a policy ensuring sustainable fisheries, based on priority areas of interest for the Parties in this field, including:

(a) management of living aquatic resources, fishing effort and technical measures;

(b) inspection  and  control  of  fishing  activities, using  the  necessary  surveillance equipment,  including  electronic  moni­ toring devices and traceability tools, as well as ensuring enforceable legislation and control mechanisms;

(c) collection of compatible catch, landing, fleet, biological and economic data; [UK accept GE proposal to delete “harmonized”]

(d) management of fishing capacity, including a functioning fishing fleet register;

(e) market  efficiency,  in  particular  by  promoting  producer  organisations,  providing  information  to  consumers  and through  marketing  standards  and  traceability,  and

(f) development  of  a  structural  policy  for  the  fisheries  sector  providing  sustainability  in  economic,  environment  and social terms.

S e c t i o n  2

M a r i t i m e  P o l i c y

Article 339

Taking into account their cooperation in the spheres of fisheries, sea-related transport, environment and other policies, and in accordance with the relevant international agreements on the law of the sea based on United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Parties shall also develop cooperation on an integrated maritime policy, in particular:

(a) promoting an integrated approach to maritime affairs, good governance and exchange of best practices in the use of the  marine space;

(b) promoting  maritime  spatial  planning  as  a  tool  contributing  to  improved  decision-making  for  arbitrating  between competing human activities, in line with the ecosystem approach;

(c) promoting integrated coastal zone management, in line with the ecosystem approach, to ensure sustainable coastal development and to enhance the resilience of coastal regions to coastal risks including the impacts of climate change;

(d) promoting  innovation  and  resource  efficiency in  maritime  industries as  a  generator  of  economic  growth  and employment, including through the exchange of best practices;

(e) promoting  strategic alliances  between  maritime  industries, services and  scientific  institutions  specialising in  marine and  maritime  research;

(f) endeavouring to enhance cross-border and cross-sectoral maritime surveillance in order to address the increasing risks related to intensive maritime traffic, operational discharges of vessels, maritime accidents and illegal activities at sea, and 



[GE proposal:
establishing a [regular dialogue] and  promoting  different networks between maritime stakeholders.] 

[UK proposal – accept GE proposal to delete “regular dialogue”, but retain original 339 (f) language “and promoting different networks between maritime stakeholders”]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA This is not Georgian Proposal

[GE Proposal:

(g) strengthening the maritime security architecture, including sharing of best practices in providing security of critical maritime infrastructure from the sea;

(h) strengthening links between agencies representing coast guard functions, including through cooperative activities;

(h) 	sharing best practices addressing the challenges posed by transnational crime committed at sea.]
[UK proposal: reject insertions as already covered by 339 (f)]




This cooperation shall include:

Article 340


(a) exchange  of  information,  best  practices,  experience  and  maritime  ‘know-how’  transfer,  including  on  innovative technologies in  maritime  sectors and  on  marine  environment  issues;



(b) exchange of information and best practices on financing options for projects, including public-private partnerships, and

enhancing cooperation between the Parties in the relevant international maritime fora. 
(c) building closer cooperation by sharing of information relevant to the maintenance of maritime security.


Article 341

A regular dialogue between the Parties may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

CHAPTER12

Cooperation in research, technological development and demonstration

Article 342

The Parties may promote cooperation in all areas of civil scientific research and technological development and demon­ stration (RTD) on the basis of mutual benefit and subject to appropriate and effective levels of protection of intellectual property  rights.




Cooperation in RTD may cover:

Article 343


(a) policy dialogue and the exchange of scientific and technological information;

(b) facilitating adequate access to the respective programmes of the Parties;


(c) the promotion of joint projects for research in all areas of RTD;

(d) training  activities  and  mobility  programmes  for  scientists,  researchers  and  other  research  staff  engaged  in  RTD activities of the Parties in line with national legislation;


(e) other forms of cooperation in RTD on the basis of mutual agreement.


CHAPTER13

Consumer policy

Article 345

The Parties shall cooperate in order to ensure a high level of consumer protection.

Article 346

In order to achieve these objectives the cooperation may comprise, when appropriate:

(a) aiming at avoiding barriers to trade;

(b) promoting exchange of information on consumer protection systems, including consumer legislation  and  its enforcement, consumer product safety, information exchange systems,  consumer  education/awareness  and empowerment,  and  consumer  redress;

(c) training activities for administration officials and other consumer interest representatives, 



(d) [GE proposal: fostering  the  activity of  independent  consumer  associations and  contacts  between  consumer  representatives.]
[UK proposal: fostering facilitating the activity of independent consumer associations and contacts between consumer representatives]




CHAPTER14

Employment, social policy and equal opportunities

Article 348

The Parties shall strengthen their dialogue and cooperation on promoting the Decent Work Agenda, employment policy, health and safety at work, social dialogue, social protection, social inclusion, gender equality and anti-discrimination, and corporate social responsibility and thereby contribute to the promotion of more and better jobs,  poverty  reduction, enhanced social cohesion, sustainable development and improved quality of life.


Article 349

Cooperation, based on exchange of information and best practices, may cover a selected number of issues to be identified among the following areas:

(a) poverty reduction and the enhancement of social cohesion;

(b) employment policy, aiming at more and better jobs with decent working conditions, including with a view to reduce the  informal economy and informal employment;

(c) promoting active labour market measures and efficient employment services, as appropriate, to modernise the labour markets and to adapt to labour market needs of the Parties;

(d) fostering  more  inclusive  labour  markets  and  social  safety  systems  that  integrate  disadvantaged  people,  including people with disabilities and people from minority groups;

(e) equal opportunities and anti-discrimination, aiming  at  enhancing  gender  equality  and  ensuring  equal  opportunities between men and women, as well as combating discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation;

(f) social policy, aiming at enhancing the level of social protection and the social protection systems, in terms of quality, accessibility and financial sustainability;

(g) enhancing  the  participation  of  social  partners  and  promoting  social  dialogue,  including  through  strengthening  the capacity of all relevant stakeholders;

(h) promoting health and safety at work, and

(i) awareness and dialogue in the field of corporate social responsibility.


Article 350

The Parties shall encourage the involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including civil society organisations and  in particular social partners, in policy development and reforms and in the cooperation between the Parties as provided for in the relevant part of Title VIII (Institutional, General and Final Provisions) of this Agreement.


Article 351

The Parties shall aim at enhancing cooperation on employment and social policy matters in all relevant regional, multilateral  and  international  fora  and  organisations.




Article 352

The Parties shall promote corporate social responsibility and accountability and encourage responsible business practices, such as those promoted by a number of international corporate social responsibility guidelines and especially the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.

Article 353

A regular dialogue may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

.

CHAPTER15

Public health

Article 355

The Parties agree to develop their cooperation in the field of public health, with a view to raising the level of public health safety and protection of human health as an essential component for sustainable development and economic growth.

Article 356

The cooperation shall cover the following areas, in particular:

(a) strengthening of the public health system of Georgia, in particular through continuing health sector reform, ensuring high-quality healthcare, development of human resources for health,  improving  health  governance  and  healthcare financing;

(b) epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable diseases, such as for example HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis, tuberculosis as well as antimicrobial resistance, as well as increased preparedness for public health  threats  and emergencies;

(c) prevention and control of non-communicable diseases, mainly through exchange of information and best practices, promoting healthy lifestyles, physical activity and addressing major health determinants, such as nutrition, addiction to  alcohol, drugs and tobacco;

(d) quality and safety of substances of human origin;

(e) health information and knowledge, and

(f) GE Proposal: Delete effective implementation of international health agreements to which the Parties are party,  in particular the Inter­ national Health Regulations and the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. [UK accept GE deletion]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO/MoAE


CHAPTER16

Education, training and youth

Article 358

The Parties shall cooperate in the field of education and training to intensify cooperation and dialogue, including dialogue on policy issues., The Parties shall cooperate to promote lifelong learning, encourage cooperation and transparency at all levels of education and training, with a special focus on higher education.

Article 359

This cooperation in the field of education and training shall focus, inter alia, on the following areas:

(a) promoting lifelong learning, which is a key to growth and jobs, and can allow citizens to participate fully in society;


(b) modernising education and training systems, including arts education, enhancing quality, relevance and access throughout the education ladder from early childhood education and care to tertiary education;

(c) promoting quality in higher education in a manner which is consistent withthe Bologna process;

(d) reinforcing international academic cooperation ;

(e) encouraging the learning of foreign languages;

(f) promoting progress towards recognition of qualifications and competences and ensuring transparency in the area;

(g) promoting cooperation in vocational education and training.

(h) Reinforcing the collaboration in the field of science, technology, technology transfer and commercialization.  	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO Economy


Article 360

The Parties agree to cooperate in the field of youth to:

(a) reinforce cooperation and exchanges in the field of youth policy and non-formal education for young people and youth workers;

(b) support young people and youth workers' mobility as a means to promote intercultural dialogue and the acquisition of  knowledge, skills and competences outside the formal educational systems, including through volunteering in line with national legislation;

(c) promote cooperation between youth organisations.


	

CHAPTER17

Cooperation in the cultural field

Article 362

The Parties will promote cultural cooperation taking duly into account the principles enshrined in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions of 2005. The Parties may seek a regular policy dialogue in areas of mutual interest, including the development of cultural industries in the UK and Georgia. Cooperation between the Parties will foster intercultural dialogue, including through the participation of the culture sector and civil society from the UK and Georgia.


Article 363

The Parties shall concentrate their cooperation in a number of fields in line with national legislation:

(a) cultural cooperation and  cultural exchanges;

(b) mobility of art and artists and strengthening of the capacity of the cultural sector;

(c) intercultural  dialogue;

(d) dialogue on cultural policy, and


	
	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MoESCS
(e) [NEW GE Proposal: Cooperation in the field of cultural heritage, relevant international platforms (UNESCO, CoE, etc.) in order to foster cultural diversity, and preserve and valorise cultural and historical heritage.


(f) cooperation in international fora such as UNESCO and the Council of Europe,inter alia, in order to foster cultural diversity, and preserve and valorise cultural and historical heritage.

[Uk Proposal: Reject insertion ]
CHAPTER 18

Cooperation in the audiovisual and media fields

Article 364

The Parties will promote cooperation in the audio-visual field. Cooperation shall strengthen the audio-visual industries in the UK and Georgia in particular through training of professionals,  and exchange of information.


Article 365

1. The Parties may develop a regular dialogue in the field of audio-visual and media policies and cooperate to reinforce independence and professionalism of the media.in compliance with relevant European standards, including standards of the Council of Europe and the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions of 2005.


2. Cooperation could include, inter alia, the issue of the training of journalists and other media  professionals.


Article 366

The Parties may concentrate their cooperation on a number of fields:


(a) dialogue on audio-visual and media policies;


(b) dialogue in international fora (such as UNESCO and WTO), and


(c) audio-visual and media cooperation including cooperation in the field of cinema.


Article 367


The Parties shall promote cooperation between national regulatory authorities in the field of broadcasting of Georgia and the UK.


CHAPTER19

Cooperation in the field of sport and physical activity

Article 368

The Parties shall promote cooperation in the field of sport and physical activity through the exchange of information and good practices in order to promote a healthy lifestyle and the social and educational values of sport, mobility in sport and in order to fight global threats to sport such as doping, racism and violence.


CHAPTER20

Civil society cooperation

Article 369

The Parties may enhance a dialogue on civil society cooperation, with the following objectives:


(a) to strengthen contacts and exchange of information and experience between all sectors of civil society in the UK and in  Georgia;




GE Proposal: b) to ensure a better knowledge and understanding of each other’s policies and values, as well as history and culture in their respective countries and in particular among civil society organisations based in the parties territories, thus allowing for a better awareness of opportunities and challenges for future relations. 

(b) UK proposal: Accept addition 


Article 370

The Parties shall promote dialogue and cooperation between civil society stakeholders from both sides as an integral part of the relations between the UK and Georgia. The aims of such a dialogue and such cooperation are:

(a) to ensure involvement of civil society in UK-Georgia relations, in particular in the implementation of the provisions of this  Agreement;

(b) to enhance civil society participation in the public decision-making process,  particularly by  maintaining  an  open, transparent  and  regular  dialogue  between  the  public  institutions  and  representative  associations  and  civil  society;

(c) to facilitate an enabling environment  for  the  institution-building and  development  of  civil society organisations in various ways, including inter alia advocacy support, informal and formal networking, mutual visits and workshops enabling legal framework for civil society, and

(d) to enable civil society representatives from each side to become acquainted with the processes of consultation and dialogue between civil society, including social partners, and public authorities in particular with a view to strengthen civil society in the public policy-making process.


Article 371

A regular dialogue may take place between the Parties on the issues covered by this Chapter.




CHAPTER21


REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, CROSS-BORDER AND REGIONAL LEVEL COOPERATION

Article 372

1. The Parties shall promote mutual understanding, and bilateral cooperation in the field of regional, local and spatial development policy, with the objective of establishing channels of communication and enhancing exchange of information and experience between national and local authorities, socio-economic actors and civil society.

Article 373

1. The Parties shall support and strengthen the involvement of local level authorities in regional policy cooperation including cross border cooperation through enhance sectorial cooperation , sustain and develop capacity building measures and promote the cross-border and regional economic and business networks and supportive institutions. 

2. The Parties will cooperate to strengthen the institutional and operational capacities of Georgian institutions in the fields of regional development and land use planning by, inter alia, 

(a)	improving mechanisms central and local public authorities in the process of development and implementation of regional policies;
(b)	Sharing knowledge, information and best practices on regional development policies to promote economic well-being for local communities, effective and smart development of the regions.

Article 374

1. The Parties shall strengthen and encourage development of cross-border cooperation in other areas covered by this Agreement such as, inter alia, transport, energy, communication networks, culture, education, tourism, health and other sectorial domains. 
Parties shall intensify cooperation between their regions, encouraging the participation of Georgian regions in regional structures and organizations and promote their economic and institutional development by implementing projects of common interest. 

Article 375

A regular dialogue and exchange of information will take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.

Regional development, cross-border and regional level cooperation

Article 372

1. The Parties shall promote mutual understanding, and bilateral cooperation in the field of regional development policy, including methods of formulation and implementation of regional development policies, multi-level governance and partnership, with special emphasis on the development of disadvantaged areas and territorial cooperation, with the objective of establishing channels of communication and enhancing exchange of information and experience between national and local authorities, socio-economic actors and civil society. 

2. In particular the Parties shall cooperate with a view to aligning the Georgian practice with the following principles: 

(a) strengthening multi-level governance as it affects both the central level and municipal communities with special emphasis on ways to enhance the involvement of local stakeholders; 

(b)  consolidation of the partnership between all the parties involved in regional development; 

(c) co-financing through financial contribution by those involved in the implementation of regional development programmes and projects. 

Article 373

1. The Parties shall support and strengthen the involvement of local level authorities in regional policy cooperation including the related management structures, sustain and develop capacity building measures and promote the regional economic and business networks and supportive institutions. 

2. The Parties will cooperate to consolidate the institutional and operational capacities of Georgian institutions in the fields of regional development and land use planning by, inter alia: 

(a) improving inter-institutional coordination in particular the mechanism of vertical and horizontal interaction of central and local public authorities in the process of development and implementation of regional policies; 

(b) sharing knowledge, information and best practices on regional, local and spatial development policies to promote economic well-being for local communities and uniform development of the regions.
Article 374

The Parties will intensify cooperation between their regions and promote their economic and institutional development by implementing projects of common interest. 

Article 375

A regular dialogue and exchange of information may take place on the issues covered by this Chapter.



CHAPTER22

Civil protection

Article 376

The Parties shall develop and strengthen their cooperation on natural and man-made disasters. Cooperation shall  be conducted considering the interests  of the Parties on the basis of equality and mutual benefit,  as  well  as  taking  into account the interdependence existing between the Parties and multilateral activities in the field.


Article 377

Cooperation shall aim at improving the prevention of, preparation for and response to natural and man-made disasters.


Article 378

The Parties shall, inter alia, exchange information and expertise and implement joint activities on bilateral basis and/or within the framework of multilateral programmes. Cooperation can take place, inter alia, through the implementation of specific agreements and/or administrative arrangements in this field concluded between the Parties.




The cooperation may cover the following objectives:

Article 379


(a) exchange and regularly update contact details in order to ensure continuity of dialogue and in order to be able to contact each other on a 24-hour basis;



(b) facilitating mutual assistance in case of major emergencies, as appropriate and subject to the availability of sufficient resources;


(c) exchanging early warnings, including requests for and offers of assistance;


(d) exchanging information on the provision of assistance by the Parties to third countries for emergencies;


(e) cooperating on Host Nation Support when requesting/providing assistance;


(f) exchange of best practices and guidelines in the field of disaster prevention, preparedness and response;


(g) cooperating on Disaster Risk Reduction by addressing, inter alia, institutional linkages and advocacy; information, education and communication; best practices aiming at preventing or mitigating the impact of natural hazards;


(h) cooperating  on  improving  the  knowledge  base  on  disasters  and  on  hazard  and  risk  assessment  for  disaster management;


(i) cooperating on the assessment of the environmental and public health impact of disasters;


(j) inviting experts to specific technical workshops and symposia on civil protection issues;


(k) inviting, on a case-by-case basis, observers to specific exercises and trainings organised by the UK and/or Georgia, and


(l) strengthening cooperation on the most effective use of available civil protection capabilities.







TITLE  VII

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, AND ANTI-FRAUD AND CONTROL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1

Financial assistance

383. Georgia may benefit from financial assistance to contribute to achieving the objectives of this Agreement, if agreed by both Parties. Any financial assistance will be provided in accordance with the following Articles of this Agreement.

Financial assistance covers a range of forms of such assistance and means by which it may occur, including assistance provided through multilateral and regional organisations .
· 384. In order to make the best use of the resources available, the Parties shall endeavour to implement any assistance in close cooperation and coordination with other donor countries, donor organisations and international financial institutions, and in line with international principles of aid effectiveness.

· 385. The Parties shall implement any assistance in accordance with the principles of sound financial management and shall cooperate in protecting the financial interests of the UK and of Georgia. The Parties shall take effective measures to prevent and fight fraud, corruption and any other illegal activities, inter alia by means of mutual administrative assistance and mutual legal assistance in the fields covered by this Agreement. 






TITLE  VIII

INSTITUTIONAL,  GENERAL,  AND  FINAL  PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1

Institutional framework

Article 403

[UK proposal: The Parties shall hold a regular Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum at the level and frequency agreed by mutual consent. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum may incorporate the [strategic] political dialogue in Article 3 of this Agreement] Political and policy dialogue between the Parties, including on issues related to sectoral cooperation, may take place at any level. Periodic high-level policy dialogue shall take place [within the Association Council established in Article 404] and within the framework of regular meetings between representatives of both Parties at ministerial level by mutual agreement.	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA May be Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Council? More appropriate wording taking into consideration its functions. 


[UK proposal: Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum] 

Article 404

1. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum established by Article [403] An Association Council is hereby established. It shall supervise and monitor the application and implementation of this Agreement and periodically review the functioning of this Agreement in the light of its objectives.


2. The Association Council shall meet at ministerial level and at regular intervals, at least once a year, and when circumstances require. The Association Council may meet in any configuration, by mutual agreement.


3. In addition to supervising and monitoring the application and implementation of this Agreement, the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation ForumAssociation Council shall examine any major issues arising within the framework of this Agreement, and any other bilateral or international issues of mutual interest.


Article 405

1. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum Association Council shall consist of members of the Council of the European Union and  members  of  the European Commission Government of the UK, on  the one  hand, and  of members  of the Government of  Georgia, on  the other, at the level agreed by the Parties.


2. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum Association Council shall establish its own rules of  procedure.

3. Notwithstanding Article 403, the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum shall meet in a specific configuration to address all issues related to Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum shall meet in that configuration at least once a year. The Parties may establish specific rules of procedure for the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum in this configuration.

4. The sub-committees established under Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement shall inform the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum in Trade configuration, as set out in paragraph 3, of the date and agenda of their meetings sufficiently in advance of their meetings. They shall report on their activities at each regular meeting of the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum in Trade configuration.

5. The existence of any sub-committees established under Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) shall not prevent either Party from bringing any matter directly to the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum, including in its Trade configuration, as set out in paragraph 3.

6. Nothing in this Agreement shall restrict cooperation between the UK Parliament and the Parliament of Georgia,
7. [Upon entry into force of this Agreement, any decisions adopted by the Association Council, Association Committee or any other Committees or sub-committees established by the EU-Georgia Agreement before the EU-Georgia Agreement ceased to apply to the United Kingdom shall, to the extent those decisions relate to the Parties to this Agreement, be deemed to have been adopted, mutatis mutandis and subject to the provisions of this Agreement, by the  equivalent body, committee or sub-committee in this Agreement.] 


8. The Association Council shall be chaired in turn by a representative of the Union and a representative of Georgia.


Where appropriate, and by mutual agreement, representatives of other bodies of the Parties may take  part  as observers in the work of the Association Council.


Article 406

1. [UK proposal: For the purpose of attaining the objectives of this Agreement, the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum by agreement between the Parties Association Council shall have the power to take decisions within the scope of this Agreement, including in its Trade configuration as set out in paragraph 3. The decisions shall be binding upon the Parties, which shall take appropriate measures, including if necessary action by bodies established under this Agreement, in line with provisions of this Agreement to implement the decisions taken. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum Association Council may also make recommendations.  

2. In accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article, the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum Association Council shall have the power to update or amend the Annexes to this Agreement, without prejudice to any specific provisions  under Title IV (Trade and  Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement.]	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MFA , we can discuss to specify annexes which can be updated or amended by the forum. 




CHAPTER 2

General and  final provisions

Article 414

Access to courts and administrative organs

Within the scope of this Agreement, the Parties undertake to ensure that natural and legal persons of the other Party have access free of discrimination in relation to its own nationals to the competent courts and administrative organs of the Parties to defend their individual rights, including property rights.

Article 415

Security exceptions	Comment by Temur Pipia: GEO MOD highlight

Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent a Party from taking any measures:




(a) which it considers necessary to prevent the disclosure of information contrary to its essential security interests;
(b) which relate to the production of, or trade in, arms, munitions or war matèriel or to research, development or production indispensable for defence purposes, provided that such measures do not impair the  conditions  of competition in respect of products not intended for specifically military purposes;


(c) which it considers essential to its own security, [GE proposal: inter alia] in the event of serious internal disturbances affecting the maintenance of law and order, in time of war or serious international tension constituting threat of war, or in order to carry out obligations it has accepted for the purpose of maintaining peace and international security.	Comment by Michael Ottolenghi (Sensitive): GE to provide example of scenario covered by new language proposed


Article 416

Non-discrimination

1. In the fields covered by this Agreement and without prejudice to any special provisions contained therein:


(a) the arrangements applied by Georgia in respect of the UK  shall not give rise to any discrimination between nationals, companies or firms of the UK;


(b) the arrangements applied by the UK in respect of Georgia shall not give rise to any discrimination between nationals, companies or firms of Georgia.


2. The provisions of paragraph 1 shall be without prejudice to the right of the Parties to apply the relevant provisions of their fiscal legislation to taxpayers who are not in identical situations as regards their place of residence.


Article 420

Fulfilment of obligations

1. [UK proposal: The Parties shall take any general or specific measures required to fulfil their obligations under this Agreement. They shall ensure that the objectives set out in this Agreement are attained.


2. The Parties agree to consult promptly through appropriate channels at the request of either Party, to discuss any matter concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of this Agreement and other relevant aspects of the relations between the Parties.


3. The Parties shall refer to the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum any dispute related to the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of this Agreement in accordance with Article [421]. The Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum may settle a dispute by means of a binding decision.].


Article 421

Dispute  settlement

[Original text:

1. When a dispute arises between the Parties concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of this Agreement, any Party shall submit to the other Party[ and the Association Council] a formal request that the matter in dispute be resolved. By way of derogation, disputes concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement shall be governed exclusively by Chapter 14 (Dispute Settlement) of that Title.


2. The Parties shall endeavour to resolve the dispute by entering into good faith consultations [within the Association Council] and other relevant bodies referred to in Articles [407 and 409] of this Agreement, with the aim of reaching a mutually acceptable solution in the shortest time possible.


3. The Parties shall provide [the Association Council and other] relevant bodies with all information required for a thorough examination of the situation.


4. As long as a dispute is not resolved, it shall be discussed [at every meeting of the Association Council]. A dispute shall be deemed to be resolved when [the Association Council] has taken a binding  decision  to  settle  the  matter  as provided for in paragraph [3 of Article 420] of this Agreement, or when it has declared that the dispute is at an end. Consultations on a dispute can also be held at any meeting of [the Association Committee or] any [other] relevant body set up on the basis of Articles [407 and 409] of this Agreement, as agreed between the Parties or at the request of either of the Parties. Consultations may also be held in writing.


All information disclosed during the consultations shall remain  confidential.]
[GE proposal: 
1.	Any dispute arising between the Parties concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of this Agreement, will be solved through the consultation within the Political Dialogue.
2.	By way of derogation, disputes concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement shall be governed exclusively by Chapter 14 (Dispute Settlement) of that Title.]


[UK proposal:
5. When a dispute arises between the Parties concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of this Agreement, any Party shall submit to the other Party and the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum a formal request that the matter in dispute be resolved. By way of derogation, disputes concerning the interpretation, implementation or the application in good faith of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement shall be governed exclusively by Chapter 14 (Dispute Settlement) of that Title.

6. The Parties shall endeavour to resolve the dispute by entering into good faith consultations within the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum created in Article [403] of this Agreement, with the aim of reaching a mutually acceptable solution in the shortest time possible.

7. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article [403] if a Party makes a formal request that a dispute be resolved, the Parties shall meet in the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum within [1 month] of that request being made. Without prejudice to other configurations of the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum, the Parties shall provide the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum in this configuration with all information required for a thorough examination of the situation.


8. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article [403], as long as a dispute is not resolved, the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum shall meet monthly to discuss the dispute. A dispute shall be deemed to be resolved when the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum has taken a binding  decision  to  settle  the  matter  as provided for in paragraph [3 of Article 420] of this Agreement, or when it has declared that the dispute is at an end. 
9. All information disclosed during the dispute shall remain  confidential.]



10. All information disclosed during the consultations dispute shall remain  confidential.]

Article 422

Appropriate measures in case of non-fulfilment of obligations

[UK proposal:
1. A Party may take appropriate measures, if the matter is not resolved within three months of the date of notification of a formal request for dispute settlement in accordance with Article [421] of this Agreement and if the complaining Party continues to consider that the other Party has failed to fulfil an obligation under this Agreement. The requirement for a three month consultation period may be waived by mutual agreement of the Parties and shall not apply to exceptional cases set out in paragraph 3 of this Article.	Comment by ibartaia: Waiting for the UK feedback, [MOJ: What we are considering as a measure in relation to this non-trade part of the agreement?]


2. In the selection of appropriate measures, priority shall be given to those which least disturb the functioning of this Agreement. Except in cases described in paragraph 3 of this Article, such measures may not include the suspension of any rights or obligations provided for under provisions of this Agreement set out in Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters). The measures taken under paragraph 1 of this Article shall be notified immediately to the Association Council  Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum and shall be the subject of consultations in accordance with Article [420(2)] of this Agreement, and of dispute settlement in accordance with Article [420(3) and Article 421] of this Agreement.


3. The exceptions referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall  concern:


(a) denunciation of this Agreement not sanctioned by the general rules of international law, or


(b) violation by the other Party of any of the essential elements of this Agreement, referred to in Article 2 of Title I (General Principles) of this Agreement.]	Comment by ibartaia: Waiting for the UK feedback, [MOJ: How do we assess what is the equivalent measure (the suspension of any rights or obligations provided for under provisions of this Agreement set out in Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters)) for non-fulfillment of obligations under Article 2 of Title 1?  And also who is going to assess this matter?]





Article 425

[GE proposal:
Amendments and Additions

1. Amendments and additions maybe introduced to the Agreement upon mutual consent of the Parties, which shall be formed as a separate document and enter into force in accordance with the Paragraph 2(b) of the Article 431 of this Agreement. The documents formed thereby, shall constitute an integral part of this Agreement.]

[UK proposal:
Amendments

Without prejudice to Article [406(2)] or any specific provision under Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement, the Parties may agree, in writing, to amend this Agreement. An amendment shall enter into force on the date of receipt of the later of the Parties’ notifications that they have completed their internal procedures, or on such date as the Parties may agree.]

.



Article 426

Annexes and Protocols

The Annexes and Protocols to this Agreement shall form an integral part thereof.


Article 427

Duration

1. This Agreement is concluded for an unlimited period.


2. Either Party may denounce this Agreement by notifying the other Party. This Agreement shall terminate six months from the date of receipt of such notification.




Article 429

Territorial  application

1. [UK proposal: This Agreement shall apply,  to the extent that and under the conditions which the EU-Georgia Agreement applied immediately before it ceased to apply to the United Kingdom, on the one hand, to the United Kingdom and the  territories for whose international relations it is responsible and, on the other hand , to the territory of Georgia.].


2. The application of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, in relation to Georgia's regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia over which the Government of Georgia does not exercise effective control, shall commence once Georgia ensures the full implementation and enforcement of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, respectively, on its entire territory.	Comment by ibartaia: MoJ: 1.	This Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, shall apply with respect to  Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, when the circumstances permit and Georgia restores effective control over them. / does not exercise v is not in a position to exercise


3. The Association Council shall adopt a decision on when the full implementation and enforcement of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, on the entire territory of Georgia, is ensured.


4. Should a Party consider that the full implementation and enforcement of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, respectively, is no longer ensured in the regions of Georgia referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, that Party may request [the AssociationAssociation CouncilStrategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum] to reconsider the continued application of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, respectively, in relation to the regions concerned. The [Association Council]Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum shall examine the situation and adopt a decision on the continued application of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, respectively, within three months of the request. If the the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum [Association Council] does not adopt a decision within three months of the request, the application of this Agreement, or of Title IV (Trade and Trade-related Matters) thereof, respectively, shall be suspended in relation to the regions concerned until [ the Strategic Partnership and Cooperation ForumAssociationAssociation Council] adopts a decision.


5. Decisions of Strategic Partnership and Cooperation Forum [the AssociationAssociation Council] under this Article on the application of Title IV  (Trade  and  Trade-related Matters) of this Agreement shall cover the entirety of that Title and cannot only cover parts of that title.









Article 431

Entry into force and provisional application


[UK proposal provisionally agree during discussions in London, subject to GE internal consultations:
1. This Agreement shall be ratified or approved in accordance with each of the Parties’ own internal procedures. Each Party shall notify the other Party of the completion of those procedures. 
2. This Agreement shall enter into force on the later of:
(a) the date on which the EU-Georgia Agreement ceases to apply to the United Kingdom, or
(b) The date of receipt of the later of the Parties’ notifications that they have completed their internal procedures. 
1. 
3. Pending entry into force of this Agreement, the Parties may agree to provisionally apply this Agreement in accordance with each of the Parties’ own internal legislation and procedures. 
4. Where agreed pursuant to Article [431(3)], this Agreement shall be applied provisionally between the Parties on the later of:
(a) the date on which the EU-Georgia Agreement ceases to apply to the United Kingdom, or 
(b) [ten] days after the later of either the receipt of notification of provisional application from the United Kingdom or of ratification or provisional application from Georgia..
5. Notifications regarding completion of internal procedures under paragraphs 1 and 3 of this Article shall be submitted by the United Kingdom to Georgia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs or its successor and by Georgia to the United Kingdom’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office or its successor. 

6. If pending the entry into force of this Agreement it is provisionally applied pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4, unless this instrument provides otherwise, all references in this Agreement to the date of entry into force shall be deemed to refer to the date such provisional application takes effect., to the extent permitted by  national legislation



1. Either Party may give written notification to the other Party of its intention to terminate the provisional application of this Agreement. Termination of provisional application shall take effect six months after receipt of the notification by the depositary of this Agreementother Party.

Article 432

Authentic texts

This Agreement shall be drawn up in duplicate in the English  and Georgian languages, each text being equally authentic.
.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorised, have signed this Agreement.






ANNEX  I


FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE

[UK proposal: The Parties shall, in the context of the implementation of this or other Agreements, ensure a legal level of data protection which at least corresponds to that set out in the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to the Automatic Processing of Personal Data, signed on 28 January 1981 (ETS No 108) and its Additional Protocol, regarding Supervisory Authorities and Transborder Data Flows, signed on 8 November 2001 (ETS No 181). Where relevant, the Parties shall take into account Recommendation No. R (87) 15 of September 1987 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe Regulating the Use of Personal Data in the Police Sector.]Each Party shall, in the context of the implementation of this or other Agreements, ensure a legal level of data protection which at least corresponds to that set out in Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
24 October 1995 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data, as well as the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data, signed on 28 January 1981 (ETS No. 108) and the Additional Protocol thereto, regarding Supervisory Authorities and Transborder Data Flows, signed on 8 November 2001 (ETS No. 181). Where relevant, each party shall take into account Council Framework Decision 2008/977/JHA of 27 November 2008 on the protection of personal data processed in the framework of police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, and Recommendation No R  (87)15 of 17 September 1987 of  the Committee of  Ministers of the Council of Europe Regulating the Use of Personal Data in the Police Sector.
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